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of the government mentions the subject of economics without
uttering a fervent appeal for better relations between workers
and employers. From time to time the speeches also contain
reminders that production, whether from factory or from
field, is what matters.
All classes, creeds, and conditions of Indians can un-
doubtedly be lined up together ; but the number of subjects
on which that feat can be performed has been shrinking
steadily ever since the British handed over. If French and
Portuguese India duly become part of the Indian Republic,
the last lever for temporarily ironing out differences will
have vanished. A really astute national leader ought to
arrange for some section of the sacred soil to remain under
alien control, preferably with guarantees from the United
Nations to avert danger of warlike action upsetting the
apple-cart, so that he could still retain a rallying cry against
increasing internal tensions, particularly in the economic
field.
Some pretty strong glue is going to be badly needed
if capital and labour are not to drift into a clash
which will wreck the ambitious aims of the Congress
leaders.
As far as one can deduce from published statements and
from the trend of events, India sees herself as taking over
from Japan as the workshop of Asia. Industry is slated to
provide an enhanced standard of life. Of course, there is
to be a big drive to restore land which has gone out of
cultivation and to bring into use great acreages which have
been unproductive up to the present day. But food-crop
boosting is needed to provide the minimum of rice ; it is
the role of industries to supply the dried fish to go with
the rice.
Plans for raising food production are bold and imaginative.
Gogu of the glittering eye and the quick impatience of
the modern Indian was my instructor on the scope and
value of the developments envisaged.